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Story 
boardChildhood Home Scene

Wanda grew up in and out of the foster care system in Puerto Rico. Once 
when she was six, her foster parent shot a gun into the air at their 
dinner table. The bullet ricocheted around the room until it hit him in 
the chest. She moved on to another home.
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Story 
boardGrandma’s HouseScene

Throughout her youth, Wanda remembers the chaos of not knowing 
where she would live. But she also remembers learning to cook 
after staying with her grandma. THis Started her lifelong love of 
cooking for others.
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Story 
boardUnknownScene

When Wanda got older, she had two children of her own and a job as a 
teacher. But when abuse from her children’s father began, she knew she 
couldn’t stomach it. She didn’t want her children to experience the things 
she had as a little girl. Wanda made the decision to move to Lancaster, 
PA, and stay with her sister. 
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Story 
boardMilagro House

Lancaster, PA
Scene

Unfortunately, her sister’s lease didn’t allow her to stay long. so she 
came to Water Street Mission for a few nights, before finding shelter at 
Milagro House for several months. 
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Story 
boardWanda’s ApartmentScene

Wanda went on to find a job, and raise her kids in an apartment in 
Columbia, PA, which she had for over 9 years. She moved back to 
Lancaster city when her kids were out of the house, and she qualified 
for housing support.
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Story 
boardThe Outreach CenterScene

Due to several injuries, Wanda now receives disability. But that hasn’t stopped her 
from doing what she can. She started coming to Water Street Mission’s Outreach 
Center for groceries, not just for herself, but so she could cook for her 
underserved neighbors. She would bring fresh food or whole meals to others for 
free. She would even cook meals for people she met living on the street.
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Story 
boardThe Outreach CenterScene

Not long after receiving groceries through Water Street’s food pantry, 
she found a way to give back even more. She now volunteers at the same 
Outreach Center that helps her, sorting and handing out groceries to 
other neighbors in need.
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Story 
board

The Outreach Center 
Dining RoomScene

And she’s still cooking, only this time for her family of 

Outreach Center Volunteers, several times a week.
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